
Park West Recreation Expansion Project



Open Space Lands Acquisition 
and Development Program

50% Funding Assistance

Conservation Design 
Forum (CDF)



Project Components
• Water Play Area

• Skate Park Area

• Trail Expansion ~ Park Loop

• Wetland Boardwalk

• Natural Bio-Swale Implementation









Water Play Elements
• 3 Different Play Areas ~ Each Age Appropriate
• A ‘Runnel’ replicating the Rock River will in the 

future collect water in a cistern for irrigation
• Bridge crossings over the runnel will create 

adventure for children
• Timed water elements with Activator switches
 Directional Water Jets
 Pop-Jets
 Ground Geyser
 Spray Loops
 Dancing Water Feature



Runnel Example            Concrete Example





Spohn Ranch Design

6,000 Square Foot

 ‘Skatable Art’ pieces

Elements:
• 2-Step
• Hubba with Handrail
• Floating Mini
• Bent Penny



TRAIL LINKS
• Connecting Park West to Hawk Prairie
• Creating a continuous loop around Park West





Permitting: Army Corps of Engineers   

(US ACE)

Wetland Delineation

Wood Frame construction

Deck above flood elevation will allow 

access to prairie during flood events

Observation Decks



Drainage ditch along east border of Park 
West will be naturalized into a Bioswale

Native landscaping will be restored

Check Dams will be installed

 Interpretative Signage will help visitors 
understand the benefits of the Bioswale

The trail link will follow the Bioswale



Swale Before 
Naturalization

Swale After 
Naturalization



Benefits of Native Bioswales
• Reduces runoff volumes

• Increases the landscape’s ability to retain nutrients

• Will reduce regular mowing maintenance

 Therefore reducing the use of fossil fuels

• Improves water quality and provides habitat for 

birds, butterflies, and other wildlife

• Recharges groundwater and sustains stream base 

flows



The District held several meetings including 

an ‘Eco-Charette’ 

Park West may be used for an outdoor land 

laboratory for the school system

The District will work with the local artisans 

and schools to incorporate art into Park 

West



Ceramic Tiles 



Animal Tracks at the Water Play Area



Wildlife expressions with hammer & nails



Water Play Sculptures



 January 2011
• Construction Documents Completed

February 2011
• Bid Documents Released

March 2011
• Bid Awarded

April 2011
• Construction Begins

August 2011
• Estimated Completion Date
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